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Over the course of a fifty-year career, Donald E. Westlake published nearly one hundred books,
including not one but two long-running series, starring the hard-hitting Parker and the hapless
John Dortmunder. In the six years since his death, Westlake’s reputation has only grown, with
fans continuing to marvel at his tightly constructed plots, no-nonsense prose, and keen, even
unsettling, insights into human behavior. With The Getaway Car, we get our first glimpse of
another side of Westlake the writer: what he did when he wasn’t busy making stuff up. And it’s
fascinating. Setting previously published pieces, many little seen, alongside never-before-
published material found in Westlake’s working files, the book offers a clear picture of the man
behind the books―including his thoughts on his own work and that of his peers, mentors, and
influences. The book opens with revealing (and funny) fragments from an unpublished
autobiography, then goes on to offer an extended history of private eye fiction, a conversation
among Westlake’s numerous pen names, letters to friends and colleagues, interviews,
appreciations of fellow writers, and much, much more. There’s even a recipe for Sloth à la
Dortmunder. Really. Rounded out with a foreword by Westlake’s longtime friend Lawrence Block,
The Getaway Car is a fitting capstone to a storied career and a wonderful opportunity to revel
anew in the voice and sensibility of a master craftsman.

“This is a book for everyone, anyone who likes mystery novels or good writing or wit and passion
and intelligence, regardless of their source.” ― New York Times“The great Donald E. Westlake,
author of some of the best puzzles of the 20th century, turns out to have been a terrific essayist
and correspondent, too. Reading this collection of nonfiction is like becoming friends with a
mystery novelist.” ― Printer's Row“This book doesn’t disappoint. . . . Westlake was a hugely
entertaining and witty writer. Whether he is writing a letter to his editor or about the history of his
genre, he remains true to his definition of what makes a great writer: ‘passion, plus craft.’” -- P.D.
Smith ― Guardian“Almost as much as he enjoyed writing crime novels, Westlake liked to write
comments on his own work and on that of his contemporaries and predecessors in the genre.
His list of written product includes countless essays, book introductions and prefaces, lists,
letters and one memorial (to John D. MacDonald). It’s from this treasure trove of material that an
eager beaver academic named Levi Stahl at the University of Chicago has put together the
valuable collection he titles The Getaway Car.” ― Toronto Star“A kind of posthumous
autobiography, a selection of his occasional nonfiction that gives us a portrait of an interesting
mind, a high-spirited friend, a shrewd critic, and a craftsman reflecting on his trade—and of a
kind of writing life that may no longer be available. It should appeal not only to fans of Westlake
but to anyone who takes pleasure in seeing a job done well or reading a well-turned sentence.” --
David Guaspari ― The New CriterionAbout the AuthorDonald E. Westlake (1933–2008) was a



prolific author of crime fiction. In 1993, the Mystery Writers of America bestowed the society’s
highest honor on Westlake, naming him a Grand Master. Levi Stahl is the promotions director of
the University of Chicago Press.
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Bobby Mathews, “Aptly titled goodbye to Westlake. I've been a huge Donald Westlake fan for
many years. I'd like to say I've read everything he's ever written, but with all of his pen names, I'll
never really know.As a Westlake completist, I appreciated this volume so much. It gave a huge
insight into a very funny, smart, talented writer. He was a craftsman of the first order, and my
favorite parts of the book are the parts that show him as such. Westlake was a consummate
professional, a pro's pro. Or a prose pro, if you prefer; most instructive were some of his letters
where he offered advice to other writers.Other highlights for me: Abby Westlake's thoughts on
living with a series of husbands inhabiting the same skin; Westlake's kind and funny
correspondence with other writers he called friends (the letter to Stephen and Tabitha King after
the accident that nearly killed Stephen is witty and sweet. It'll make you wish you could sit and
talk with Westlake over a few beers.); his thoughts on writing novels vs. writing screenplays; his
gentle resistance to having his letters and papers collected by Boston University.Oh hell. The
entire damned book is good. If you're a fan of Westlake, Richard Stark, Tucker Coe, Sam Holt, or
Timothy J. Culver, buy the book. Read it and say a long goodbye to one of the great American
novelists. Thank you for everything, Don.”

Dana King, “Fascinating look into the mind of a great writer and a good man. I came late to
Westlake, and the more I learn of him, the better I like him, both as a writer and as a man. This
potpourri of non-fiction—letters, essays, book introductions—is sometimes serious, more often
funny, but always well crafted. Lawrence Block’s introduction takes editor Stahl to task for
referring to Westlake’s “jokes,” and is right to do so. There’s not a joke in the book, though there
are lot of laughs. Westlake’s strength was his wit, which showed itself in his ability to phrase what
would have seemed commonplace coming from anyone else in such a way the corner of your
mouth can’t help but turn up. Read this, even if you’re not a Westlake fan. Not only will it be great
fun, but you’ll likely become a fan.”

Tewalkerjr, “Enjoyable read for mystery fans & writers, too.. Reading Westlake is always a
pleasure, but here we get to understand his thoughts about both the substance and the
business of writing, leavened with his deep understanding of how people tick and his
(sometimes acid) wit. Stahl has done a very good job of selecting and arranging these essays,
letters, articles, and talks so that we are given a tour of Westlake's life, interests, and career. I've
been recommending this to mystery readers I know, but also quoting bits of it to writer friends.
Good stuff.”

tobaksa, “If you are familiar with Westlake's work this will make a nice companion. If not.
Miscellany describes it. If you are familiar with Westlake's work this will make a nice companion.
If not, buy The Hot Rock and start reading.”



Bradley Westervelt, “For fans of the author as his own person.. When you've read anything and
everything from an author, there's always the other stories behind the stories. This is a
miscellany but fun if you're into understanding further who DEW, the father of so many fictional
characters, ticked.”

Bertilak, “Interesting for Westlake fans. Interesting for Westlake fans, but not as fun as reading
Dortmunder or Parker!”

R. Kidera, “It's Donald Westlake. What more needs be said?. The author is revealed in his own
words, through his own eyes, in all his humor and wisdom. A pleasure and privilege to read.”

Joe D., “A Wonderful tribute. Westlake is my favorite writer. I miss him a great deal. I wonder
how Dortmunder and the gang would cope with life in the 2010's. Would Kelp to Dortmunder's
dismay be all over social media? Would Murch be happy with an electric getaway car? And
what of Tiny and Grijh Krunk ? Would they keep recycling and compost bins on their balconies?
No answers  here but any written Westlake  piece is always  a delight.”

Susan Vandenassem, “Easier to find than I thought!. This was a Christmas gift for a friend. It was
an item he specifically requested & mentioned he'd wanted ever since its release. As a longtime
fan, he was delighted to receive this!”

Harry Joseph Lerner, “The Best!. Wonderful!”

The book by Donald E. Westlake has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 42 people have provided feedback.

 Front Cover Copyright Table of Contents First Pages Back Cover Surprise Me!



Language: English
Hardcover: 248 pages
Item Weight: 13 ounces
Dimensions: 6 x 0.9 x 9 inches
Paperback: 256 pages
Lexile measure: HL710L
Audio CD: 33 pages
Reading age: 9 - 12 years, from customers
Grade level: 5 - 6
Mass Market Paperback: 912 pages
File size: 5958 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
X-Ray: Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Sticky notes: On Kindle Scribe
Print length: 209 pages

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

